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Cover/Signature Page - Abbreviated Template 
 
Institution Submitting Request:   Department of Plants, Soils, and Climate – Biometeorology Program 
Proposed Title:     Climate Science (for M.S./Ph.D. degree) 
Currently Approved Title:   Biometeorology 
School or Division or Location:   College of Agriculture 
Department(s) or Area(s) Location:  Plants, Soils, and Climate 
Recommended Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code1 (for new programs): 40.0499 
Current Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code (for existing programs):  01.9999 
Proposed Beginning Date (for new programs): 01/01/2013 
Institutional Board of Trustees’ Approval Date: March 8, 2013 
 
Proposal Type (check all that apply):  
 
 
*Requires “Section VI: Program Curriculum” of Abbreviated Template 
 
Chief Academic Officer (or Designee) Signature: 
I certify that all required institutional approvals have been obtained prior to submitting this request to the Office of the 
Commissioner. 
 
______________________________________ 
Signature     Date:  MM/DD/YEAR 
 
Printed Name: Name of CAO or Designee 
 
  
                                                          
1 CIP codes must be recommended by the submitting institution.  For CIP code classifications, please see http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=55.  
R401-5 R401-6 
Items submitted will be reviewed by OCHE.  If there are any issues, the 
proposal will be returned for clarification/correction.  If no issues, the proposal 
will be returned with a note of approval and the request will be placed on the 
General Consent Calendar of the next Regents’ agenda. 
Items submitted will be reviewed by OCHE.  If there are any issues, the 
proposal will be returned for clarification/correction.  If no issues, the proposal 
will be returned with a note of approval and the request will be placed on the 
General Consent Calendar of the next Regents’ agenda. 
Section # Item Section # Item 
4.1.5.2  Minor* 6.1.1  Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Program 
5.1.1.1  New Emphasis on an Existing Degree* 6.1.5  Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Unit 
5.1.2  
Certificate of Proficiency Not Eligible for Financial 
Aid 
 
5.1.3  Out-of-Service Area Delivery of Programs 
5.1.4  Name Change of Existing Programs 
5.1.5 
 Program Transfer 
 Program Restructure 
 Program Consolidation 
5.1.6 
 Program Discontinuation 
 Program Suspension 
5.1.7 
 Administrative Unit Creation 
 Administrative Unit Transfer 
 Administrative Unit Consolidation 
5.1.8 
 New Center 
 New Institute 
 New Bureau 
5.1.9  Graduate Certificate 
Program Request - Abbreviated Template 
Department of Plants, Soils and Climate 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Climate Sciences 
10/15/2012 
 
 
Section I: Request 
 
The Department of Plants, Soils, and Climate requests a change in the name of the Biometeorology 
graduate programs for both its MS and PhD degrees to Climate Science in parallel to the existing Plant 
Science and Soil Science programs. The proposed name change covers a broader aspect of 
climate/meteorology in both research and teaching. The institutional impact of the name change is minimal. 
 
Section II: Need 
 
A degree program in Climate Sciences will more thoroughly reflect the ongoing research and teaching 
scopes conducted by the faculty in the Department of Plants, Soils, and Climate. The climate emphasis of 
biometeorology has gained national and international recognition; for instance, the faculty has obtained 
foreign grants (Taiwan and Nepal) and was invited to host a national climate science workshop in 2013. 
The numbers of graduate students seeking a climate degree and early-career researchers coming to study 
climate have grown significantly. The number of government and private agencies acquiring climate 
information and seeking climate education has also increased noticeably. Currently there are few climate 
science degree programs in the U.S., most of which reside in conventional meteorology, atmospheric 
sciences, geography, environmental or Earth science departments. Thus, renaming biometeorology to 
climate science will help attract high-quality, physics-background students. The graduate programs in 
climate science will also increase competitiveness in securing ever-increasing climate change-focused 
grants. 
  
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
No change to administrative structure is expected for renaming the degree program.  The department does 
not expect any changes in faculty or staff requirement at this point in time given that the currently offered 
courses remain the same. 
 
Section IV: Finances 
 
No additional costs are expected in this renaming. 
 
 
 
